SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
conditions of historical time and oceanic space. For
these reasons the generative effect of cultural conflict
can arise only within the class structure of American
capitalism itself.  Capitalism, in America, has not to
battle with any pre-capitalist forces in its vitals (such,
for instance, as the "nobility" element in England or
the "holy-holy" blackness of Spanish Jesuitry), such
forces having been crushed long ago.  Similarly, the
isolated geography of America makes it very unlikely
that any great war will drive the development of her
capitalist structure forward to any higher stages than
will otherwise evolve under normal conditions. Thus
the seeds of fundamental change are carried purely in
the womb of American capitalism. Daily we see the
Marxian stages of evolution appearing, the concen-
tration of capital proceeding despite the futility of anti-
trust legislation, whilst the gradual elimination of the
small competing employer causes a corresponding
concentration in the ranks of labour. In no other way
can we explain the appearance of John Lewis's gigantic
trade union movement, which clearly contradicts the
so-called individualism of the American people, or the
conflict between the supreme court (a superstructure
remaining from an earlier phase of capitalist develop-
ment, when a multitude of scattered small capitalist
concerns required a mentality of local "freedom") and
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